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f -': cent III.   In spite of the previous election of the child jfrMerick of
Sicily, Germany had' no mind to accept an infant king! ^Philip of   %* Swabia,  the younger  brother  of  the late Emperor,  eii(^a%gred to ,w maintain his nephew's claim, but soon found that by dcih^'Sp? jter would merely ensure the election of one of the sons of Henry "the Lion, Henry or Otto, of whom the elder was away on crusade.    He became   a  candidate  himself,   and  a  diet  of  the   Empire  held   at Muhlhausen elected him.   But the Welf party abstained from attending the diet, ignored the election, and held another diet at which they elected Otto in June 1198.   The struggle between Guelf and Hohen-staufen Weiblingen or Ghibelline was fairly opened.